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         SUPERVISOR   COURSE
   DAILY  APPLICATION  MATERIAL

                    For  Week  No. 1 

Note:  Don’t forget to bring this Course Manual with you to the next lecture.



Work from here on    WEEK 1 : DAY 1, 2, 3

We are going to do something different today.  Open your bible and read Luke 10:38-42.  When you have done that, answer the following questions.

1. Which sister would probably make the following statements?

Martha

Mary





· 

· 

“My performance is the most important thing in my life.”







· 

· 

“Being is far more important than doing.”







· 

· 

“Our performance is important, but secondary.”







· 

· 

“Impressing others is important.  Put your best foot forward.”







· 

· 

“When I have not done well I have a feeling of worthlessness.”







· 

· 

“My significance is based on my relationship with God.”







· 

· 

“I worry about what others think of me.”







· 

· 

“Persons are the rare jewels in God’s universe.”

2. Check the items below which make you feel significant:

· 

Possessions (car, house, clothes, bank account.)





· 

Regular , meaningful times of fellowship with the Father through prayer





· 

My friends, who compliment me on my achievements





· 

The knowledge that I am deeply loved by God





· 

My performance at work or in the classroom





· 

Sharing the news of my adoption with satan’s children





· 

My talents and abilities (athletic, music, business, etc.)




3. On the basis of your answers, are you more like Mary or Martha? 





4. How did Mary relate to Jesus when He came to  Bethany?

· 

By honouring Him with an elaborate meal





· 

By hearing His instructions





· 

By allowing Martha’s opinions to determine her conduct

5. What did Jesus consider most important?

· 

Hard work and lavish hospitality





· 

Sharing a total inactive lifestyle





· 

Listening to His word

6. In your opinion, how did Mary view Martha’s busy life?



7. If you had been Mary, would Martha’s resentment affect you?   How?



8. In Mary’s value system, what made her feel significant?

· 

Pleasing those who set performance requirements for her





· 

Escaping tasks which did not make her feel significant





· 

Relating with Christ, enjoying the chance to fellowship with Him

9. After reading the following, rewrite it in your own words:

“Now Martha was distracted by her many tasks, so she came to Him and said, ‘Lord, do you not care that my sister had left me to get on with the work by myself?   Tell her to come and lend a hand.’”



10. As you rewrote her words, what emotions did you sense inside Martha?

· 

Jealousy
· 

Anger
· 

Frustration











· 

Inner Peace
· 

Joy
· 

Self-Confidence











· 

Deep Insecurity
· 

Love
· 

Long Term conflict











· 

Need to be Recognised as Significant




11. Jesus told Martha, “One thing is necessary.”  What did He mean?

· 

One dish of food would have been sufficient





· 

A simple lifestyle is preferable to being a workaholic





· 

Servants must listen to the Master before they can do His work

12. Compare your lifestyle with Martha’s.  How does Jesus evaluate hers .. and yours?
 (Jot down your reflections in the space below...)



Remember to bring this manual with you to the next lecture.

Work from here on     WEEK 1 : DAY 4, 5

1. Read the following scripture:    Matthew 6:25-33.  

2. According to Jesus’ teaching there, which of the following statements are  true?

· 

I am more significant to God than anything else He has created.

· 

I am alone.  The universe is my enemy.  I must survive!

· 

If I do not look out for my own needs, no one else will.

· 

Worrying about my future needs is an act of atheism.

· 

My worth centres in my relationship with God, not in possessions or people.

· 

I will focus my heart on God’s ownership of me, and trust Him for tomorrow.

· 

Hoarding my personal wealth is a flat rejection of God’s promises.

· 

Gaining my significance from my accomplishments is an act of faith.

· 

The Master can be trusted to care for His servant’s needs.

· 

Worry and anxiety waste energy, but achieve nothing at all.

· 

The most important resource in the world is locked up in my own mind.

· 

God wants us to be lazy, sitting around uselessly, being “spiritual”.

· 

Being consumed with meeting my own needs is a dead-end street.

· 

My talents, my gifts, are God’s treasury, from which I can give to others.

· 

Life is to be enjoyed.  God is going to meet needs as they arise.

· 

Martha’s lifestyle was a contradiction of these verses.

· 

Mary had chosen the best of all:   fellowship with her Lord.

3. Read the following scripture: 1 John 3:1-3

4. Read the following passage:

A mother holds her new-born infant in her arms.  That child is significant to her!  You may ask, “Why?   The child has not accomplished a thing.  It cannot earn money, and it cannot help her.  Why should it be significant?”   Your know the answer:   that child’s significance to the mother is simply the fact that the child exists.

So it is with you...your greatest value is simply that you are God’s child.  That’s what John meant in this verse:   “How great is the love that the Father has shown to us!   We were called God’s children, and such we are...”   Apart from any performance on your part, He loves you simply  because you are His child.

Once you realise you significance comes strictly form your relationship with the Father, you are free to be productive and useful, using your talents and your gifts in ways that are meaningful to yourself and to others.  You need never again feel the pressure to become important because of what you have accomplished.

Prepare to swim against the stream of your culture as you live by this truth!  All the Children of Adam, without exception, gain their significance by their status, by their distinctions.  One is a great bowler;  another, known for an ability to decorate; others for intellect, wealth, business sense, scholarship, musical ability, etc.  they will evaluate you by their standards.  Even as Mary faced the harsh criticism of Martha, so you will be misunderstood.

You are forever significant, simply because you are the child of God!   Excel in any task...be effective in any area you choose... and enjoy every minute of it!   You are forever free of the stress of having to climb some tall mountain to prove you have worth, that you can be “on top”.  Leave those foolish tasks to Adam’s children.  They have nothing better to do with their lives!

REMEMBER   ......   DON’T FORGET  

Bring this manual with you to the next lecture.
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